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Background 
This document contains an overview of work of the Expert Groups, Intersessional Networks (page 2) and 

projects (page 5) associated with State and Conservation. 

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the overview of work of the Expert Groups, Intersessional Networks 

and projects associated with the group.  
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Expert Groups/Networks 

Expert Network on hazardous substances (EN-HZ) 

Co-Chairs: Ms. Berit Brockmeyer, Germanyand Mr. Jaakko Mannio, Finland 

The group held one online and one physical meeting during 2019 and has held two online meetings in mid-
February 2020. The EN-HZ 10-2019 meeting focused on several key issues, including: the development of the 
groups Terms of Reference (ToRs) and subsequently the detailing of a workplan to support the ToRs, 
discussion on the automated indicator assessment tool developed via ICES, expected input to the Sufficiency 
of Measures analysis, provided input to the future work on HELCOM indicators process, and discussed several 
technical developments such as a new indicator to address copper, correction factors in assessments, 
normalization approaches, and additional species for possible inclusion in assessments. The EN-HZ 11-2019 
meeting focused strongly on the input of the group to the sufficiency of measures work and contributed to 
the HELCOM Science and Research needs process. Remaining time was allocated to additional development 
by ICES regarding the automated assessment tool and progress on HELCOM monitoring and assessment 
guidelines. Intersessional work was carried out to prepare input to the future work on HELCOM indicators 
process, including participation in the Second HELCOM indicator Workshop by several members of the group.  

The two recent meetings have focused on Biological Effects and general progress within the group, 
dominantly related to planning issues for the work of the group for 2020 and onwards. The general 
information for both of these processes is available at the meeting site for EN-HZ 12-2020. The Biological 
Effects process builds on earlier work within the group and an associated questionnaire distributed via State 
and Conservation. The online meeting brought together a number of additional experts previously not 
involved in EN-HZ on a regular basis and explored common ground and established planning for a physical 
workshop on the topic in autumn 2020. Similarly, the EN-HZ meeting itself focused on planning of work in 
relation to the groups ToRs and the outcomes of important processes such as the future work on HELCOM 
indicators. The intersessional work required for a productive physical meeting in autumn (back-to-back with 
the Biological effects workshop) was set out. The outcomes of both of these processes will be shortly 
available in the meeting site. 

Expert Network on benthic habitats (EN-Benthic)  

Chair: Ms. Antonia Nyström Sandman, Sweden  

EN Benthic works towards an assessment of benthic habitats and seafloor integrity. The existing indicators 
for benthic habitats are generally not fully compatible with new MSFD criteria for descriptor 6 or are not 
developed sufficiently to carry out evaluations and regional implementation. EN Benthic has started planning 
how to develop the benthic assessment for HOLAS III. The group convened in November 2019 in Helsinki, 
Finland, for their third meeting, EN BENTHIC 3-2019, and held a workshop dedicated to the development of 
indicators and assessment on 16 March 2020. The group has also supported the update of the Baltic Sea 
Action Plan by providing information on sufficiency of measures affecting Benthic Habitats. In addition, a 
HELCOM workshop for habitat mapping, focusing into the methods of mapping and monitoring, took place 
in November 2019, and a second habitat mapping workshop, focusing on modelling and use of data will take 
place in 2020.  

Intersessional Network on Eutrophication (IN-Eutrophication) 

Chair: Ms. Vivi Fleming-Lehtinen (Finland) 

In Eutrophication serves as a discussion platform and operational group producing eutrophication 
assessments. The main aim of the work of the group is to further develop eutrophication indicators and 
assessment methodology and carry out eutrophication assessment. The group held four online meetings in 
2019 and has held a physical meeting in 2020. The group has worked on further development of HELCOM 
eutrophication test assessment using eutrophication quality ratios with indicator scaling. The group has 
also worked on improving the confidence assessment by taking both temporal and spatial confidence 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/en-hazardous-substances/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN-HZ%2010-2019-608/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN-HZ%2011-2019-684/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN-HZ%2012-2020-730/default.aspx
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/en-benthic/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN%20BENTHIC%203-2019-656/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/EN%20BENTHIC%20WS1-2020-719/MeetingDocuments/Forms/AllItems.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/Benthic%20Mapping%20WS%201-2019-657/default.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/in-eutrophication/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/IN-EUTROPHICATION%2016-2020-694/default.aspx
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aspects into account. Work is also ongoing towards a common indicator for deep water oxygen in shallow 
open-sea waters. Other topics that the group has worked on include developing remaining targets for total 
nutrients, and aggregation rules of the HEAT tool used in the integrated assessment. 

HELCOM-OSPAR-ICES Joint Working Group on seabirds (JWG BIRD) 

HELCOM Co- Chair: Mr. Volker Dierschke, Germany 

The group meets annually and also works intersessionally through correspondence. The latest meeting took 
place in October in Tartu, Estonia and was co-chaired by Morten Frederiksen, Ian Mitchell and Volker 
Dierschke. The topics the group works on during the annual meetings are agreed jointly by HELCOM, OSPAR 
and ICES. The work programme provides a thematic overview of the work carried out by JWGBIRD, covering 
databases and data products, monitoring, assessment, ad hoc consultation and the ICES advisory process. 
Tasks under each theme will be specified on an annual basis. JWG BIRD collaborated, as needed, with national 
leads and co-leads of HELCOM indicators related to seabirds and with national leads of HELCOM 
recommendations, including but not limited to: Recommendation 34E-1 ‘Safeguarding important bird 
habitats and migration routes in the Baltic Sea from negative effects of wind and wave energy production at 
sea’, and Recommendation 37-2 ‘Conservation of Baltic Sea species categorized as threatened according to 
the 2013 HELCOM red list’. The group can also work on other HELCOM projects that support the 
commitments mentioned above. 

In 2019 the work has included preliminary planning for the assessment of breeding and wintering birds for 
HOLAS III and to provide responses to the  Sufficiency of Measures survey to support the BSAP update. The 
group has also supported the work of EN CLIME and identifying key messages on marine birds for the 
upcoming HELCOM Climate Change Factsheet.The next meeting will be held will be held 28 September - 1 
October 2020 on the island of Helgoland. Germany. 

Monitoring of Radioactive Substances in the Baltic Sea (MORS EG)  

Chair: Ms. Tamara Zalewska, Poland 

The 9th Meeting of the HELCOM Expert Group on Monitoring of Radioactive Substances in the Baltic Sea 
(MORS EG 9-2019) was held on 21-23 May 2019 at the premises of the Center for Nuclear Technologies, 
Technical University of Denmark (DTU Nutech) in Roskilde, Denmark  

The group works with monitoring of radioactive substances in accordance with HELCOM Recommendation 
26/3 and developing and updating core indicator on concentrations of radioactive substances in marine 
environment as well as making thematic assessments of the impacts of radioactivity on the marine 
environment and humans in regular intervals. In 2019, the group worked e.g. on providing annual updates 
and quality assuring the environmental and discharge databases. The group also reviewed and updated the 
Guidelines for Monitoring of Radioactive Substances.  

Expert Group on Marine Mammals (EG MAMA) 

Chair: Anders Galatius, Denmark 

Vice-Chair: Morten Tange Olsen, Denmark 

The 13th meeting of the Expert Group on Marine Mammals was held on held on 24–26 September 2019 in 
Helsinki, Finland, at the premises of Ministry of the Interior. The main focus of work of the expert group 
during 2019 was on drafting new guidelines for monitoring, plan the further work on the indicators to support 
HOLAS III and consider the issues raised at the HELCOM workshop and BaltFish symposium on seal-fisheries 
interactions. The group also worked to provide input to the HELCOM Science Agenda, as well as revising and 
developing monitoring guidelines. The group has been taking work forward and sharing information through 
the four dedicated teams: the intersessional team for seal populations, the intersessional team for seal 
distribution, the Harbour Purpoise team and the Marine Mammal Health Team. The Marine Mammal Health 
Team held a physical intersessional meeting on 14- 15 August 2019 in Büsum, Germany. The next meeting is 
planned to be held at the HELCOM Secretariat, Helsinki, Finland, on the 24-26 September 2019. 

http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/jwg-bird/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/mors/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/seal/
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Joint HELCOM/Baltic Earth Expert Network on Climate Change (EN CLIME) 

Co- Chairs: Markus Meier, Baltic Earth, Clarisse Kehler-Siebert, HELCOM 

The group is a joint Expert Network between HELOCM and Baltic Earth and works to facilitate the regional 
cooperation in relation to climate change and its impacts, including transferring quality assured science to 
end users. The main goal is to condense the large body of scientific research into a form that is directly 
utilizable in developing HELCOM core indicators, updating and implementing BSAP, and in preparation of 
future HELCOM Assessments on climate change. In 2019 the group has worked to identify and consolidate 
topics for inclusion in the HELCOM Climate Change Factsheet, identify suitable experts and commenced the 
work on preparing key messages for each topic. The group has held three online meeting, as well as one 
physical meeting (19 August, Stockholm, Sweden), as well as numerous online meetings of the teams drafting 
the key messages. 

HELCOM Network for Marine Protected Area Management (MPA MANET) 

Chair: none. Guided by the HELCOM Secretariat. 

The overall scope of the group is to enhance the management of Baltic Sea MPAs, on an individual, national 
and regional level, accounting for both management of individual areas and the network. The work of the 
group helps facilitate regional cooperation and exchange of experiences between managers, facilitate mutual 
understanding and foster the development of, and actively contribute to achieve, an efficient, 
representative, connected, integrated and effectively managed network of Baltic Sea MPAs. 

The latest meeting of the group was in the form of a capacity building workshop on stakeholder interaction 
in MPA management, which took place 9-12 September in Vaasa, Finland. 

 

HELCOM Expert Group on sturgeon remediation (EG STUR) 

Chair: Mr. Jörn Gessner, Sweden 
 
The overall scope of the Expert Group is to facilitate Baltic Sea regional cooperation for all activities related 
to sturgeon recovery as outlined in the Baltic Sea Sturgeon Action Plan (BSSAP). The BSSAP covers a period 
of 10 years (2019 – 2029). 
 
With the approval of the Baltic Sea Sturgeon Action Plan in April 2019 and the foundation of the Expert Group 
(EG), HELCOM has taken two important steps towards the long-term goal of the restoration of Baltic sturgeon 
populations in the Baltic Sea and its main tributaries.  
 
The EG held its inauguration meeting in Pärnu in June 2019, where the Chair of the Group was elected, and 
the strategy of the group and its mode of operation were discussed. Additionally, the group reviewed the 
BSSAP and set priorities for its work in 2019 and 2020. Furthermore, through the co-chair of S&C the group 
submitted supporting documents for the revision of the BSAP as well as asking HELCOM for support in 
contacting the European Commission in an attempt to increase the focus of the European Fisheries and 
Maritime Fund (EMFF) on species recovery measures as well as on the bilateral or multilateral collaboration 
between countries, an issue that is also pending under the EU-Life Programme. 
 
During the annual meeting of EG STUR between January 23-25th 2020, at the ABBA Hotel, Berlin, the group 
further collected information on the implementation of the Baltic Sea Sturgeon Action Plan in the signatory 
countries while at the same time prioritizing the activities that are of short term relevance to the fulfilment 
of the plan. Emphasis was set on the development of guidelines which will be carried out in a collaborative 
effort with the Danube Sturgeon Task Force, a group of volunteers under the PA6 of the EU Danube Strategy. 

https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/state-and-conservation/eg-stur/
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The guideline development groups will be further strengthened by collaborators from the Adriatic-Ionian 
region and from western European collaborators. In the first instance, these guidelines will focus on the 
Actions 1-5 (Category 1 and 2).  Further actions will primarily target stakeholder involvement and outreach.  
To further increase the outreach of the group in accordance with the Items 14-16 of the BSSAP, the groups 
started an Instagram, Facebook account to provide current information on the measures undertaken and to 
facilitate contacts with the stakeholder groups.  
 (see the joint EG Accounts: Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/Baltic-Sturgeon-Conservation-Recovery-105315531028998/ 
 
Twitter:  
https://twitter.com/balticsturgeon/ 
 
Instagram: 
https://www.instagram.com/balticsturgeon/ 
 
and a separate email to receive correspondence (photos, questions, catch records) from the public: 
balticsturgeon@igb-berlin.de). 
 
In 2019 rehabilitation of Baltic sturgeon focused on: 1) Broodstock development, 2) restocking activities in 
the Vistula River tributaries, 3) habitat identification and assessment inventory of potential sturgeons’ 
spawning grounds in lower part of the Vistula River, 4) communication with interest groups, and 5) 
administrative prerequisites. The regional representatives in the EN collated the progress of the restoration 
measures in the respective countries during 2019, which are summarized in the following section. 
 
The next EG STUR meeting is to take place by May 20, 2020 via Zoom to discuss the progress made so far. 

The next physical meeting is planned for September 2020 in Torun, Poland. 

 
 
 
 
 

  

https://www.facebook.com/Baltic-Sturgeon-Conservation-Recovery-105315531028998/
https://twitter.com/balticsturgeon/
https://www.instagram.com/balticsturgeon/
mailto:balticsturgeon@igb-berlin.de
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Projects 

Quality assurance of phytoplankton monitoring & assessment in the Baltic Sea (HELCOM PEG 
QAA), 2020-2022 

Chair: Ms. Iveta Jurgensone, Latvia 

At HELCOM Secretariat: Ms. Jannica Haldin, Professional Secretary 

The project is a continuation of Quality assurance of phytoplankton monitoring in the Baltic Sea (HELCOM 
PEG QA) which was implemented in 2017-2019. 

The main target of the project is to ensure and maintain high quality standard of the international Baltic Sea 
regional phytoplankton monitoring within the HELCOM COMBINE Programme. Furthermore, the project acts 
as a platform to bring the work on phytoplankton indicators forward. This should be achieved by: maintaining 
annual training courses (workshop), maintaining the phytoplankton biovolume list, participation in 
intercalibration, maintaining the HELCOM guidelines for monitoring of phytoplankton species composition, 
abundance and biomass. 

The project serves as a forum for discussion of phytoplankton indicators being developed in HELCOM and the 
results of the indicator evaluation of future HELCOM holistic assessments. 

The main activities within the project are carried out at the annual workshops. The venue of the workshops 
will be circulated between the Contracting Parties and their marine laboratories. Suggested host countries 
are: Poland in 2020, Sweden (Umeå University) in 2021 and in 2022 Denmark. Intersessional activities will be 
organized if needed. 

 

Future work on HELCOM indicators (HELCOM CORE INDICATORS), 2018-2021 

Project Coordinator: Mr. Owen Rowe, HELCOM Secretariat 

The HELCOM core indicators (as well as pre-core or those tested) form a vital part of the holistic assessment 
of the Baltic Sea. These indicators are included in the 2018 State of the Baltic Sea report, produced within 
the HOLAS II project. The indicators provide vital information for the report text and overall holistic 
assessment. Core indicators are used in the integrated assessments of biodiversity, eutrophication and 
hazardous substances, with other less developed indicators (e.g. pre-core or tested) included with a 
descriptive approach to support the overall report.  

The indicators are based on regionally agreed threshold values, proposed by experts and endorsed at the 
higher levels of the HELCOM structure (e.g. via State and Conservation and at the Heads of Delegation). 
Currently there are 37 indicators that were used within the State of the Baltic Sea report, 15 of which address 
biodiversity, 9 of which address eutrophication, 2 of which address maritime issues, and 11 of which address 
hazardous substances. A number of these, for example the HELCOM indicator for metals, separately address 
multiple related compounds within a single indicator. Furthermore, there are several other indicator related 
topics (i.e. pressure or status evaluation) that were addressed within the State of the Baltic Sea report, 
though data or agreed threshold values may not have been available to produce a defined and agreed 
operational indicator at that time.  

The catalogue of HELCOM indicators (core, pre-core, candidate and tested has been reviewed both by a pre-
filling exercise against policy requirements, and from a technical perspective via expert groups that host 
them. This process has also been supported by two workshops, the second of which developed workplans 
per indicator theme (e.g. benthic habitats, hazardous substances, etc) and identified what could technically 
be achieved by HOLAS III based on the proposed policy priority areas. The workplans per topic, the policy 
prioritization and initial work plans on interlinkages/cross-cutting across indicator themes are available in the 
meeting site for the Second HELCOM Indicator workshop.   Major outcomes of the Second HELCOM Indicator 
workshop are summarized in GEAR 21-2019 Document 5-7 (Future work on HELCOM Indicators - Workplans 

https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/peg/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/peg/
https://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/indicators/
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/INDICATOR%20WS%202-2019-676/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/5-7%20Future%20work%20on%20HELCOM%20Indicators_Workplans%20per%20topic%20and%20Workshop%20output.pdf
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per topic and Workshop output) and step 5 (Execute – the technical development phase) in the overall 
process was approved by HOD 57-2019 (Document 4-20 Future work on HELCOM Indicators, Outcomes 
paragraph 4.46-4.51). Technical development work is currently underway within the expert groups and 
developments will be reported to relevant HELCOM Working Groups. 

 

Project for Baltic-wide assessment of coastal fish communities in support of an ecosystem-

based management (HELCOM FISH-PRO III), 2018-2023 

Project Manager: Mr. Jens Olsson, Sweden  

At HELCOM Secretariat: Ms. Petra Kääriä, Assisting Professional Secretary 

This project continues the work of the latest HELCOM FISH-PRO II project, which was completed in 2018. 
FISH-PRO III aims to support ecosystem-based management of coastal fish communities in the Baltic Sea 
coastal countries through further developing regionally harmonized monitoring and assessment 
methodologies, conducting assessments of coastal fish and by proposing ecosystem-based management 
measures. 

The objectives of the project are as follows: 

− Knowledge: to update and improve knowledge about occurrence, distribution, population and threat 
and/or decline of coastal fish based on all relevant data; 

− Assessment and monitoring: to further develop different assessment and monitoring methodologies 
for coastal fish, including indicators with threshold and reference values; 

− Recommendations: proposing ecosystem-based measures on management of coastal fish 
communities in the Baltic Sea for the consideration of HELCOM Fish and State and Conservation 
groups, as appropriate, and provide advice to national authorities and ongoing HELCOM work on 
implementation of coastal fish related actions in the BSAP. 

During 2019 the project has inter alia completed the following activities: 

− First meeting of the project, 12-14 February 2019, Helsinki, Finland; 

− Publishing an update of the guideline for coastal fish monitoring in the Baltic Sea; 

− Annual updating (data) of coastal fish CORE indicators for HELCOM coastal fish monitoring areas in 

the COOL database (http://bio.helcom.fi/apex/f?p=108:5); 

− Continuation of the work on developing additional indicators for coastal fish (i.e. size-related 

indicators); 

− Discussing the need for developing indicators for the status and extent of suitable habitats for 

coastal fish, and potential use of alternative data sources for coastal fish assessments besides 

fisheries independent coastal fish monitoring; 

− Updating national information on the coastal recreational fisheries; 

− Contribution to HELCOM knowledge and research needs; 

− Dissemination of the work within HELCOM ACTION to the HELCOM FISH PRO III project. 

During 2020 the work within the HELCOM FISH PRO III project will focus on the following activities: 

− Second meeting of the project, 11-13 February 2020, Vilnius, Lithuania. The third meeting of the 

project is tentatively planned to be organized in Poland in February-March 2021; 

− Annual updating (data) of coastal fish CORE indicators for HELCOM coastal fish monitoring areas in 

the COOL database (http://bio.helcom.fi/apex/f?p=108:5). Data for 2019 will updated by 30th of 

June 2019,  

− Continuing the work on developing additional indicators for coastal fish (i.e. size-related indicators). 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/GEAR%2021-2019-664/MeetingDocuments/5-7%20Future%20work%20on%20HELCOM%20Indicators_Workplans%20per%20topic%20and%20Workshop%20output.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2057-2019-620/MeetingDocuments/4-20%20Future%20work%20on%20HELCOM%20Indicators.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2057-2019-620/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2057-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2057-2019-620/MeetingDocuments/Outcome%20of%20HOD%2057-2019.pdf
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/fish-pro-iii/
https://helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/fish-pro-iii/
http://bio.helcom.fi/apex/f?p=108:5
http://bio.helcom.fi/apex/f?p=108:5
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− Intermediate status assessment of coastal fish (data until 2019); 

− Detailing additional activities of work of the HELCOM FISH PRO III project including i.a. potentially 

recreational fisheries impact evaluation, developing indicators for the status and extent of suitable 

habitats for coastal fish, develop the concept for assessing the status of coastal fish communities, 

and potential use of alternative data sources for coastal fish assessments besides fisheries 

independent coastal fish monitoring; 

− Contributing to rephrasing of actions for the updated Baltic Sea Action Plan; 

− Updating information and presentation of national projects on coastal recreational fisheries. 

 

Updating of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP UP), 2018-2021 

The overall goal of the project is to support and facilitate the work of the Contracting Parties to update the 
BSAP in line with the Ministerial mandate and the guidance agreed by HELCOM 39-2018 and the Strategic 
Plan for the BSAP update agreed by HOD 54-2018. The work within the project will be mainly carried out by 
the Secretariat and a dedicated project manager as well as Contracting Parties taking lead roles for specific 
topics or themes. The progress is continuously reported to HOD that provides the overall guidance for the 
BSAP update, see e.g. document 3-1, HOD 57-2019.  

In 2019, the so called  ‘formulation phase’ was completed in which HELCOM Working Groups have focused 
on evaluating the status of implementing the current BSAP and Ministerial Declarations 2010 and 2013. In 
2019 countries also reported on the implementation of a set of HELCOM Recommendations to support the 
BSAP update. 

As part of the formulation phase, the structure of the BSAP has been reviewed and HOD 56-2019 agreed on 
a provisional adjustment to the BSAP structure and HOD 57-2019 on a provisional set of HELCOM objectives. 

The analysis of sufficiency of existing measures to improve the state of the Baltic Sea was initiated by the 
HELCOM SOM Platform and ACTION project in 2019 and preliminary results will be available in March 2020. 
The HELCOM SOM Platform, which guides the SOM analysis held two meetings in 2019; HELCOM SOM 
Platform 1-2019, HELCOM SOM Platform 2-2019. 

As part of the BSAP update the data base and associated visualisation of status of implementation of HELCOM 
actions will be improved through the further development of the HELCOM Explorer. HOD 57-2019 agreed on 
the further development of the functionality and interactive design which will be implemented by the 
Secretariat in spring 2020. 

 

Actions to evaluate and identify effective measures to reach GES in the Baltic Sea marine 

region (ACTION), 2019-2020 

At HELCOM Secretariat: Mr. Owen Rowe, Project Manager  

The ACTION project is a HELCOM coordinated project that is co-financed by the EU. The project started in 
January 2019 and will run for two years. The project is designed to contribute to the update of the HELCOM 
Baltic Sea Action Plan by 2021 and can also be used by HELCOM Contracting Parties that are also EU Member 
States in updating and implementing their MSFD Programme of Measures. 

The project will evaluate the effectiveness of existing measures, focusing on several pertinent topics, such 
as: by-catch of mammals and birds, impacts on the seabed, marine protected areas, and eutrophication. 
These topics have been chosen based on identified priorities in the region, for example some of the main 
pressures on the Baltic Sea ecosystem identified in the HELCOM State of the Baltic Sea report. In addition, 
the project will analyze the natural conditions that influence the achievement of Good Environmental Status 

https://helcom.fi/media/documents/Strategic-plan-for-the-BSAP-update-as-agreed-by-HOD-54-2018_clean-version.pdf
https://helcom.fi/media/documents/Strategic-plan-for-the-BSAP-update-as-agreed-by-HOD-54-2018_clean-version.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2057-2019-620/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Progress%20on%20the%20BSAP%20update.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SOM%20Platform%201-2019-594/MeetingDocuments/Notes%20from%20SOM%20Platform%201-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SOM%20Platform%201-2019-594/MeetingDocuments/Notes%20from%20SOM%20Platform%201-2019.pdf
https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/SOM%20Platform%202-2019-651/default.aspx
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/action/
http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/projects/action/
http://stateofthebalticsea.helcom.fi/
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(GES) in the Baltic Sea region, including impacts of projected changes in climate. Furthermore, the project 
will develop an approach for regional sufficiency of measures (SOM) analysis to identify potential gaps in 
achieving GES and estimate cost-effectiveness of tentative new measures to fill these gaps. The project aims 
utilize data driven analyses wherever possible, but expert based evaluations will complement existing data 
where required. 

Work package 6 (SOM) has developed an approach for assessing the sufficiency of measures across the region 
and will present preliminary results to the upcoming meeting of the SOM Platform (3rd Meeting of the SOM 
Platform). Work package (WP) 6 has also recently initiated work in WP6.1, where cost effectiveness analyses 
will be carried out. Finalized deliverables from other work packages will be made available to relevant 
HELCIOM Expert and Working Groups in the spring and autumn meetings during 2020. These include: WP1 – 
By-catch: identification of high-risk areas and mitigation measures, WP2 - coastal restoration measures, 
spatial fisheries management approaches and an overview of current knowledge related to the assessment 
of benthic habitats and the seafloor, WP3 – a methodology and proof of concept for assessing the 
management effectiveness of marine protected areas (MPAs), WP4 – test cases and trends in nutrient inputs 
and a comparison between Water Framework Directive (WFD) and Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) nutrient 
targets, and WP5 – an evaluation of natural conditions that cause lags in recovery towards GES, focusing on 
selected aspects of eutrophication, biodiversity and hazardous substances. 

The project project partners include: Baltic Marine Environment Protection Commission - Helsinki 
Commission (HELCOM), Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE), Technical University of Denmark (DTU), Aarhus 
University (AU), Tallinn University of Technology (TTU), The Swedish Agency for Marine and Water 
Management (SwAM), Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences (SLU), University of Tartu (UT), 
and Klaipėda University, Marine Research Institute (KU) 


